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Most of us have heard the word “Ham” used as a 
term of disrespect. Call the average person a “Ham,” 
and he’s quite apt to resent it. Say that to an amateur 
radio operator, however, and he’ll treat you like a brother 
—or more specifically, like an O. M., especially if you’re 
both working the 10-meter band. 

At the last count there were more than 89,000 licensed 
amateurs in the U. S. and eight or ten right here in 
Martinsville. Tne BLeNprER, on this and the next page, 
has pictured several of them. Included in the group are 
Walt Pickrell of the Design Group and Charlie Leiper, 
of the Technical Section. 


This business of operating an amateur radio station 
is nothing more or less than a hobby, but is a world of 
vital importance in times of emergency, when other forms 
of communication are knocked out. For example, during 
the Texas City fire, they proved invaluable. 


Yes, the world of amateur radio is an absorbing one. 
It is a high frequency world of precision condensers and 
schematic drawings, of Okm’s Law and Audio-frequency 
amplifiers, of VHF receivers and UHF oscillators—and it 
is a world in which the girl friend is known as a “YL” 
until you marry her. (Then she’s an “XYL.’’) 

‘““Hams” come from all walks of life, and includes all 
creeds and colors. Some are bank presidents, others are 
laborers. Amos, of ““Amos and Andy,” is a famous 
amateur operator. All must pass the code and radio 
theory test given by the F. C. C. This agency assigns the 
bands and all call letters. 


Like all hobbies, that of a “Ham” can be just as 
expensive as the hobbyist chooses to make it, from the 
most elaborate equipment down to a very simple trans- 
mitter and receiver. 


In these days of horsemeat and frequent large servings 
of baloney, it is refreshing to meet a genuine “Ham.” 
They ask, why not cut yourself a slice and make com- 
munications—their kind of communications—your hobby? 
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CHARLIE LEIPER (WN4WCH), Technical, receiving a message. Cards on 
wall signify call letters of other ““hams’” he has contacted. Exchanging 
of cards or plates when requested is common practice among “hams.” 
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LOCAL “Hams” Dave Brice (seated) and Johnny Crouch. Johnny (W4-MUD) is 
tuning transmitter while Dave (WN4YKW)-checks him on receiver. Both have 
contacted many fellow ‘’‘hams’’ in the United States and in foreign countries. 


WALTER PICKRELL, Design Group, is shown on the air itti 

¥ 4 Heh t transmitt 
message to ariother “ham” in a distant state. His longest contactteldets 
was with F3IXW near Paris, shortest with W4MYJ (C. Ronk) across town 
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_ WALTER PICKRELL, Charlie Lewis (W4PFF) and Carlton Ronk (W4MY4J), 
left to right, exchange ideas on a new type transmitter. 


PAUL STUART (W4JHT), left, and Reginald Lacy (W+AMNI). Paul is 

Carlton has locating point on globe where he has just contacted < “brother ham.” 

studio in basement of his new home, and has acquired best of equipment. Reginald browses through one of the “ham” technic :i magazines, CQ.’ 
INTERFERENCE FROM THE XYL: MRS. RONK CATCHES THE “BOYS” AT THEIR HOBBY AT 3:00 A. M., AND “LA 
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—THE END. 
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